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MILFOIL CONTROL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

DATE:

TIME:

PLACE:

AGENDA

Thursday, November 5, 2015
9:00 AM -10:30 AM

Columbia Shuswap Regional District Office Boardroom

1. Adopt Minutes of October 9, 2014 meeting (copy attached for reference)

2. 2015 Milfoil Control Program Update (verbal)

3. Proposed 2016 Milfoil Control Program and Budget

H

Hamish Kassa

Environmental Services Coordinator

Columbia Shuswap Regional District



COLUMBIA SHUSWAP REGIONAL DISTRICT
MILFOIL CONTROL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held Thursday, October 9, 2014

In the Board Room of the Regional District Office, Salmon Arm

Note: The following minutes are subject to correction when endorsed
by the Milfoil Control Planning Committee at the next Regular meeting

PRESENT

CALL TO ORDER

ADOPTION OF
MINUTES /
AGENDA

GENERAL MILFOIL
CONTROL
PROGRAM
OVERVIEW AND
UPDATE

Chair: R. Martin - Electoral Area ‘E’
Directors: P. Demenok Electoral Area ‘C’

L. Morgan Electoral Area ‘F’

D. Trouton District of Sicamous
Staff: H. Kassa, Environmental Services Coordinator

B. Van Nostrand, Team Leader, Environment Health Services
G. Norman, Clerical Assistant, Operations Management

Absent: R. Talbot Electoral Area ‘D’
N. Cooper City of Salmon Arm
D. Cannon City of Salmon Arm
Phil Belliveau Ministry of Environment
Representative Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Representative Adams Lake Indian Band
Representative Neskonlith Indian Band
Representative Little Shuswap Indian Band

The meeting was called to order at 9:10 AM.

M/S Directors Morgan/Demenok THAT:
the agenda for the October 8, 2014 Milfoil Control Planning Committee be approved
with the following addition:

e Meeting scheduling/notification of the yearly Milfoil Control Planning
Committee meeting to be held each year in October or November.

CARRIED

M/S Directors Demenok/Trouton THAT:
the minutes of the October 3, 2013 Milfoil Control Planning Committee be adopted.

CARRIED

The Environmental Services Coordinator (the ‘ESC’) presented a verbal update on
the current Milfoil Control Program. The ESC identified the methods of milfoil
control that are utilized and identified. Milfoil growth in the Shuswap has generally
been on an historical decline but has increased this year. Consistent with previous
years, the Shuswap program will focus primarily on public high use swimming
beaches, with lower priority given to private foreshore, particularly given the
challenges of maneuvering around private docks.

The proposed 2015 budget was presented and discussed. The ESC presented to
the Committee a slide presentation outlining the 2014 program and progress.
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Eurasian Water Milfoil 2014 Program Results
Control Program

INTRODUCTION

The Columbia Shuswap Regional District (CSRD) and the Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks entered
into annual cost-shared Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) Control Program in 1981 for the Shuswap Lake
system. The cost shared funding ratio from 1981 to 1992 consisted of 75% Provincial and 25% Regional
contributions for the function. After 1992, the Provincial contributions towards the program costs diminished
each year until 1999 when no funding was received from the Province. In the spring of 1999, all of the
Province’s contractual responsibility for milfoil control work in the Shuswap was severed when ownership of
the milfoil control equipment was signed over to the Regional District. The original initiatives of the program
focused on prevention of spread and limiting expansion of established weed beds. Over several years, the
effects of fragment carrying boat traffic and downstream spread of naturally occurring fragments from the
Salmon Arm and Sicamous area, weed beds became evident in the outer arms and adjacent water bodies.
Due to expanding Milfoil populations and funding constraints, intensive control techniques (i.e. diver
dredging, bottom barrier) were replaced with less expensive and less effective semi-intensive control
techniques (i.e. de-rooting, harvesting). Historically, the majority of the milfoil control work has been
performed in the Salmon Arm, Sicamous and Mara Lake areas. Since 1996, annual harvesting treatment
sites expanded to the outer Arms. Some of the sites now treated on an annual basis include Wild Rose
Bay, Eagle Bay, Blind Bay, Sorrento, Scotch Creek, Magna Bay and Cinnemousun Narrows.

2014 PROGRAM PLANNING

From 2006 to 2013, there were significant declines in the density and presence of milfoil in the Shuswap
Lake system due to environmental influences. There are many factors that impact the growth (fluctuating
water levels, lower water temperature, high turbidity, available sunlight, nutrient uptake, algae blooms, etc.)
but one of the least understood is the cyclical variability of its growth. The Okanagan Valley water shed has
witnessed significant fluctuations of Milfoil growth thought to be cyclical, as has many other jurisdictions.
The specific cause of these fluctuations is not identified. Some theories are that cyclical growth patterns
are on a 15 to 22 year cycle.

In response to the density and distribution of Milfoil growth as well as related nuisance impact of EWM, the
scope of work and program funding were reduced in 2010 through 2014.

WATER USE PRIORITIES

The Columbia Shuswap Regional District's priorities for aquatic weed control work are based on specific
activities as listed below:
First Priority High Use Swimming Beaches (e.g. Canoe Beach)

High Traffic Boating Areas (ex. Sicamous Channel)

Boat Launches (ex. Prevention of spread to uninfested lakes)
High Use Recreation (ie water skiing etc)































